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tury began with the most chaotic situation prevailing in
the City of Panama which that ancient city had seen in a
very long time, as a consequence of the Arias coup cFetat
late in 1949.
The Peoples Party is the Panamanian manifestation of
the world Communist movement. The Workers Federa-
tion, the Workers General Union, and the Farmers Fed-
eration are other Red ''front" organizations. They consti-
tute a weak branch of communism by the standards of
the powerful Red organizations in Cuba or Brazil, but the
most menacing feature of it is its liaison with a Communist-
dominated labor union in the Canal Zone. This is the
United Public Workers, which was expelled from the
CJ.O. on February 16, 1950 on the ground that it was a
Communist-dominated organization.1 An A.F. of L. source
estimated in 1949 that the United Public Workers then
controlled 5,000 of the 15,000 native workers employed
within the Canal Zone.2 On March 19, 1949, the Foreign
Office in Panama City ordered the immediate expulsion
of Max Brodsky, regional director of this union, on the
ground of his Communist connections. Brodsky had long
been denied admittance to the Canal Zone, but had
directed his union's activities from Panamanian soil, where
he had held a temporary residence permit since 1947 for
""business purposes/33
A little over a year later, on April 29,1950, the Republic
declared all-out war on communism. A decree of that
date, signed by President Arnulf o Arias and every member
of his Cabinet, outlawed the Communist "Peoples Party" as
the absolute negation of all democracy, contrary to Christian
civilization, and a menace to all democratic regimes. . . .
All propaganda, activity, or agitation of a Communist character
is contrary to the democratic regime of the Republic, . . . and